
The Marri Tree Project  
 

Want to be a Part of the Solution?  

As a participant in Trans Cape SwimRun 2021 you will once again have the opportunity to be a 
part of the Tee or a Tree initiative. During the off-season we have been learning about Marri 
Canker disease and the threat it poses to Marri trees within the Meelup Regional Park and the 
whole South West of WA.  

A Tee or A Marri Tree brings together adventure, sport and preservation of nature into one 
experience. Last year, $750 was raised and donated to the Friends of Meelup (Meelup Regional 
Park’s primary advocacy and protection organisation). In 2021, as a Trans Cape SwimRun 
participant, you can be part of the front line in the fight against Marri Canker disease.  

What is Marri Canker? 

Marri Canker disease is caused by an airborne fungal pathogen, also known as Quambalaria 
coyrecupis . The fungus is endemic to Australia and was first identified in the 1930s. In the 1970s 
it was recognised as problematic to the Marri tree, when otherwise strong and healthy trees 
began to be more susceptible to the pathogen. The fungus may be on the tree for many years 
without harming it, but if trees become weakened by environmental changes, for example: 
habitat fragmentation, disturbance, changes in soil properties or climate change; the fungus 
leads to the death of trees. The Marri tree is a keystone species in the Meelup Regional Park and 
the South West of WA. In turn, it supports a multitude of other floral and faunal species. The 
demise of Marri trees therefore negatively impacts the broader environment, which includes the 
coastal bushland through which the Trans Cape passes.  

How Will A Tee or A Marri Tree Help? 

Funds raised through the Tee or a Marri Tree initiative will go towards The Marri Tree 
Project, which is bringing together three not-for-profit artists to produce a short animation 
documenting the plight of the Marri Tree and its Canker disease. The resulting film will be used 
to build community awareness of Marri Canker disease and raise critical funds for scientific 
research into the issue.   

Scientists associated with Biological Sciences researcher Giles Hardy from Murdoch University, 
have started provenance trial research. This research examines how Marri trees from different 
geographical locations develop under varying environmental conditions. The aim is to identify 
disease resistant populations of Marris that could be used for replanting in areas of high disease 
occurrence.  

So What Can I Do? 

When registering for Trans Cape SwimRun 2021, you will be offered the opportunity to 
participate in the Tee or a Marri Tree initiative. Born in 2020 from a recognition of new event 
t-shirts often landing on an already overflowing pile of similar shirts, a Tee or a Tree offers you 
the choice to forgo your event shirt and donate that money to the Marri Tree Project. 

For lovers of nature and event shirts you will also be given the choice of a Tee and a Marri Tree, 
where you can make a donation to the project, of the amount of your choosing.  
 
Happy running in presence of our magnificent native flora. 
 
Aaron & Suze 
Sole Trails Events  


